Environment
Protecting and improving the environment is a top priority for
natural gas and pipeline companies. INGAA’s members deliver
clean, abundant, affordable natural gas throughout North America.
Natural gas is the cleanest burning fossil fuel. As demand for
energy increases, expanded use of natural gas can help improve
air quality across the country, especially when used to replace
more polluting energy sources. Compared with other primary
energy sources, natural gas emits significantly fewer pollutants that
threaten our planet – and the natural gas industry continues to
invest in even cleaner-burning technologies. Natural gas pipelines
make these environmental benefits possible.

Natural gas emits 52-56% less
greenhouse gas than coal
for the same amount of electricity.
Pipeline leaks down

2%

Natural gas
represents only
of total greenhouse gas
emissions in the U.S.

94% since 1984

Preventing 1.2 million metric tons
of carbon dioxide-equivalent
emissions, which is like
removing a year long

25 million car traffic jam,

enough to wrap the earth 3 times.
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Environment

Climate change is an important issue.
Increased use of natural gas is helping
to combat climate change by lowering
carbon dioxide emissions. While U.S. gas
production is up 37 percent since 1990,
greenhouse gas emissions are
down 17 percent.
Because natural gas is made of methane, a
potent greenhouse gas, the natural gas industry
is hard at work lowering those emissions. The
natural gas pipeline industry is tackling methane
emissions by “tightening up” its system. In the
past 30 years, the industry has reduced the
number of pipeline leaks by 94 percent through
pipeline integrity and maintenance programs and
continued investment in new pipeline facilities.
That has prevented emission of 122 million metric
tons of carbon dioxide-equivalent. That is like
eliminating a year-long 25 million car traffic jam,
enough to wrap the earth three times.

We are also looking for ways to reduce releases
from compressor equipment by establishing
industry guidelines with a particular focus on
equipment with the largest-emissions profile.
Natural gas has an important role in helping the
nation become a larger user of renewable
energy, like wind and solar in electric generation.
It is the number one “back stop” to ensure
we continue to have electricity even when the
sun isn’t shining or the wind isn’t blowing.

